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Pre-Assessment 
An optional pre assessment audit can be carried out prior to the initial assessment and is effectively a dry run of the audit to 
identify any gaps that might subsequently prevent or hold up certification. A pre assessment is typically completed in one day 
at the prevailing man day rate. 
 

Initial Assessment 
The organization’s documented system is formally evaluated against the requirements of the standard(s) in order to establish 
compliance. Following the assessment, a detailed written report is forwarded to the organization which includes any findings. 
 

Registration 
Following the site assessment, the organization will be sent an audit report which will include the recommended decision on 
registration. If the organisation is granted approval and recommendation for certification, the certificate will be issued. 
Approval will be delayed if any non-conformances have been raised. Once these have been closed, certification will be granted. 
 

Continued Certification 
Certification is valid for 5 years and maintained through a programme of six (6) monthly and/or annual surveillance audits 
to ensure continuing compliance. Your first surveillance audit will be due 9 months after the certificate start date. Yearly 
Surveillance (after the first surveillance) audit must be due within 12 months. Your re-certification audit will be conducted in 
the fifth year of certification, 3 to 6 months prior to the expiry of certification. 
 


